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The Green Allies Conference is an environmental conference designed by students, for students. The event will bring college students 
together for inspirational speakers, thought-provoking workshops, and networking opportunities. 

We have organized a exciting day for you.  We hope that you find this conference is not only informative and inspirational, but also that it 
will give you ideas that you can take back to your campus and communities.

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE

THE SAVE ALLIANCE FOUNDATION
"The Alliance" is a new non-profit foundation dedicated to the development of community environmental solutions through student 
leadership. We are growing into a powerful advocate for sustainable action and environmental preservation with our mission to "forge 
the connections between students and communities that promote environmental sustainability both locally and globally." We envision a 
world where environmentally sustainable practices are commonplace due to the continued partnerships and shared commitments 
between communities and their inspired student leaders. 

SPARC: Sustainable Philadelphia Alliance of Regional Campuses
The Sustainable Philadelphia Alliance of Regional Campuses (SPARC) was launched in January 2014 to promote collaboration among 
sustainability groups from Philadelphia-area colleges and universities. SPARC seeks to provide a platform for communication and 
resource-sharing to improve students’ impact on the sustainability of their campuses.

SPARC is led by student fellows and advisory board members and is open to 
all students and professionals interested in sustainability in the greater 
Philadephia area.  If you are interested in getting involved, please visit our table 
during lunch or contact Sara Allan at sallan@sas.upenn.edu.



Conference Schedule
9am: Registration Opens

10am: Introduction and Keynote Speakers
Kathleen Grady, Director of Sustainability, Temple University
Ken Hamilton, The SAVE Alliance / Green Allies
Nicole Koedyker, SPARC  

KEYNOTE: David Radcliff, New Community Project
KEYNOTE: Julian Goresko, Sustainability Associate, University of Pennsylvania

11am: Workshop Session 1
R. 217A Continuing the Conversation with David Radcliff
R. 217B Mary Donahue, Clean Water Action
R. 220 SPARC Workshop - Student Engagement (with Julian Goresko)
R. 223 Rad Dish Co-Op

12pm: Workshop Session 2
R. 217A Megan Soucy & Brad Harley, Oxfam America
R. 217B Chris Hickman, Franklin and Marshall College
R. 220 SPARC Workshop - Sustainability Publications
R. 223 Dylan Baird, Philly Food Works

1pm: Lunch
Tables: Generocity, New Community Project, Temple SEA, Green Allies, SPARC, Milk Crate, Community Recycling, Oxfam, Philly Food Works, 
350 Philly, Global Brigades, Clean Water Action

2pm - Workshop Session 3
R. 217A Ken Hamilton, Green Allies Workshop
R. 217B Richard Whiteford, Climate Reality Project
R. 220 SPARC Workshop - Food
R. 223 Temple’s Environmental Action - SEA

3pm - Closing Keynotes
Richard Whiteford, Climate Reality Project
Megan Soucy, Oxfam America
Emily Cupo, Student Organizer 



Keynote Speakers

David Radcliff - Director, New Community Project

Julian Goresko - Sustainability Associate, University of Pennsylvania
Julian graduated from Penn with his B.A. in Environmental Studies (’09), Master of Environmental Stud-
ies (’14), and a graduate certificate in Nonprofit Administration (’14).  In his role for the university, 
Julian serves as the director of Penn’s student engagement programs focusing on environmental 
sustainability initiatives across the 10,000+ undergraduate student population including partnerships 
with College Housing and Academic Services, the Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life, Athletics, and 
Residential Services. As a member of the University’s sustainability team in the Division of Facilities and 
Real Estate Services, Julian also contributes to both operational planning and strategy development 
for Penn’s Climate Action Plan. 

As the director of the non-profit New Community Project, David has a unique perspective on the 
world. He travels regularly to countries like Burma, South Sudan, and Nepal, and has seen firsthand the 
environmental and social issues of our generation. His talk will connect the actions individuals take on 
a daily basis to the effects they have on a global scale. 

Megan Soucy - Oxfam America
Megan has spent her four and a half years at Kutztown University devoting her free time to service 
work and drenching herself into the non-profit world internationally and locally. Food justice is what 
she finds most important and most fascinating. In a world as rich as ours it is insane that thousands go 
hungry each day. She believes that if we changed the way we eat, consume, grow, and make foods 
we could save many people from starvation, heart disease, diabetes, and malnutrition, and—  in her 
eyes the worst—  the devastation we have caused the planet. 

Richard Whiteford - Climate Reality Project
The signs of climate change are all around us and we are feeling its impact today.  The scientific 
evidence is overwhelming.  The time for discussion is over and the time for action is now. Richard will 
highlight the current trends and discuss the challenges ahead as we try to change from a 
carbon-based system to a more sustainable one. 

3pm

3:30pm

Morning Plenary

Morning Plenary



Sponsors
This conference was offered free of charge to attendees thanks to our generous sponsors.

Community Recycling
Center Point Pond

Jim and Jane Murphy Charitable Fund
Supporters of The SAVE Alliance Foundation

Community Recycling works with campuses to devel-
op effective recycling fundraisers, and has a commit-
ment to advancing the awareness and practice of 
recycling for reuse. 

Center Point Pond is a family-owned business that com-
bines water gardening and fishing in a beautiful setting. 
The store carries pond plants, animals, and supplies, and 
children can learn to fish in the large farm pond on the 
property. 
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Water Gardening Store & Fishing Pond 
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Workshops

Chris Hickman - Franklin and Marshall College
This presentation will focus on various sustainability initiatives that have been successful on the F&M 
campus, including a single stream recycling project, a Ride Share Incentive program, and a “Think Out-
side the Bottle” campaign. Chris will also share his experiences and the student opportunities he discov-
ered at the National Conference for Science and the Environment - as well as a summer internship with 
the sustainability department at Walt Disney World.

Mary Donahue - Clean Water Action

Dylan Baird - Co-Founder, Philly Food Works
Dylan is from Takoma Park, a town right outside of Washington D.C, although his family has been living 
in Philly and around the city for over a 100 years. As a kid, his parents always emphasized local foods 
and Dylan was known as the kid with alfalfa sprouts in his sandwich and five servings of vegetables in a 
zip-lock bag. He grew up in a supportive diverse community and now he is trying to use good food to 
contribute to Philly.

Mary Donahue started working with Clean Water Action as a field canvasser in the summer of 2007. 
Riding the waves of canvass management, she directed the Philly field canvass for four years before 
joining the program team.  Mary has been organizing community support for reducing plastic bags in 
Philadelphia and has begun working with community members, concerned about their safety, living 
near dangerous railways carrying crude oil.  Mary believes in political and corporate accountability 
and loves working with community members on issues that matter to them. 

12pm

11am

Megan Soucy & Brad Harley - Oxfam America
This workshop will discuss our experience at their summer change initiative and urge students to take 
advantage of this life changing opportunity. We will also discuss Oxfam on campus and their cam-
paigns that have to do with justice of those in poverty and the effects of our country’s involvement 
with food internationally.

12pm

12pm

Richard Whiteford - Climate Reality Project
Richard is a writer, environmental activist, and communications professional who has presented more 
than 270 times across the globe on climate change.  His workshop will present the latest scientific 
information on Climate Change and its current and future impacts.  Richard will discuss ways in which 
college campuses can reduce their carbon footprints and innovative campus initiatives for climate 
activism.

2pm

Ken Hamilton - Executive Director, The SAVE Alliance
As Executive Director of The SAVE Alliance Foundation, Ken will provide participants details of the 
Foundation’s Green Allies Program.  This program connects campuses with the Foundation for help 
and assistance on student sustainability projects.  Learn how to utilize the Foundation’s resources to 
help you with projects and programs you would like to initiate back at your home campus.

2pm



Presenting Organizations

Temple University, Students for Environmental Action
Temple’s student environmental group, Students For Environmental Action or SEA is focused on 
improving their college campus through policy, volunteering, and education. Campus campaigns 
have proved effective for accomplishing such goals and bringing awareness of environmental 
issues to Temple University’s campus. This workshop will be a brainstorming and collaborative 
session among students to discuss possible environmental campaigns for their own environmental 
groups.

Temple University Rad Dish Co-Op Café
Temple University’s Rad Dish is a group of students looking to provide ethical, local, organic, and 
sustainable food options through the venue of a co-op café on campus. The goal of Rad Dish is to 
create a diverse and collaborative environment that seeks to enrich, expand, and share ideas of 
health and wellness. In this workshop students will discuss the importance of sustainable agriculture 
and eating/cooking sustainably especially on their college campuses.www.Facebook.com/raddishfoodcoop

www.Facebook.com/TempleSEA

11am

2pm
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Food

The publications working group aims to connect students who are working on sustainability-related 
publications on their campuses with each other and with bloggers and journalists to share resources 
and increase reach. This working group will focus on the journey of several publications and will give 
participants the opportunity to ask questions about starting or improving sustainability-related writing.

www.sparcsite.weebly.com/food

2pm

Sustainability Publications

The Food Working Group strives to facilitate a connection between students, campuses, and 
communities to empower action towards more sustainable, informed practices that increase 
access to and awareness of healthy, affordable food. In this workshop, you will hear from students 
and professionals from the Philadelphia area who are working on engaging students in improving 
food sustainability.

www.sparcsite.weebly.com/publications

12pm

Student Engagement Panels
The mission of SPARC’s working group program is to 
coalesce material resources and facilitate collabora-
tion among students and professionals on university 
sustainability initiatives.

SPARC Working Groups

www.sparcsite.weebly.com/working-groups



Introductions
Kathleen Grady - Director of Sustainability, Temple University

Nicole Koedyker - Co-Founder, SPARC

As the Director of Sustainability at Temple University, Kathleen leads the Office of Sustainability in implementing the 
university's Climate Action Plan. She is responsible for developing partnerships within the university to advance 
sustainability on campus in the areas of transportation, energy conservation, energy efficiency, recycling, waste 
minimization and water conservation. She also works with faculty, staff and students to foster a sustainable culture 
on campus via curricular and co-curricular activities. 

Nicole Koedyker graduated from Drexel University in 2013, where she received her BS in Business Administration 
and was incredibly active in environmental initiatives. During her time at Drexel, she was the president of the 
Drexel University Sierra Student Coalition, a member of the Drexel Green Sustainability Council, and a community 
coordinator for The Sustainability Nexus. She is currently pursuing a dual MBA/MPA in Sustainable Management 
from Presidio Graduate School and is an adjunct professor at Drexel. She is the Values Director of MilkCrate Philly 
and was one of the co-founders of SPARC.  

Moving Forward
February

18
SPARC Working Group 2
Join the SPARC working groups for a follow up to our first meeting and the Green Allies Conference!
Wednesday, 6:30-8pm | CityCoho Philly Nexus bit.ly/SPARCwg2

Ken Hamilton - Executive Director, The SAVE Alliance
Ken is an experienced environmental educator and community leader with nearly 20 years of work in the Environ-
mental Education field.  He is skilled at developing innovative sustainability programs, several of which have won 
national awards.  He has been recognized as Pennsylvania’s Outstanding Environmental Educator and has been 
invited to the White House for the EPA’s Presidential Environmental Youth Awards.  Ken is National Board certified in 
Science education, received an undergraduate degree from Penn State University and a Masters Degree in Environ-
mental Education from Arcadia University.  He recently founded the non-profit SAVE Alliance Foundation to help 
promote sustainability through student empowerment.

Tori Bateman, Messiah College
Tori Bateman is a Politics major at Messiah College. She serves as an advisor for The SAVE Alliance Foundation, and 
has been involved with environmental conferences, campaigns and events for the last five years. In addition to 
running events, Tori enjoys volunteering for political campaigns and participating in advocacy days. 

Emily Cupo, Temple University
Emily Cupo is a student organizer of the Green Allies Conference. She is studying anthropology and public health at 
Temple University. She is an advisor of The SAVE Alliance Foundation and has worked on environmental education, 
awareness, and campaigns for four years. She is employed by A Spring of Hope, a nonprofit which works to provide 
access to clean safe drinking water in rural areas of South Africa. She is currently working on ASoH's Drop In The Bucket 
program which educates students on the World Water Crisis. 


